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Attumen 
Advertiſement. 


HE Author's Poverty, together with 

his repeated Experience of the bad Re- 
ception which any thing meets with that 
ſavours the leaſt of Chriftianity— that has 
but the Appearance of Goſpel-Religion, has 
put him upon ſeveral Expedients of trying 
if he could get the following Letter pub- 
liſhed, gratis, by ſome of thoſe As 
whoſe generous Profeſſion it is, 


Leforem delectare Pariterque monere. 


As alſo that by that Means it might undiſ 
cernedly ſteal in among the more "important 
Affairs of Knowledge and Pleaſure. But 
Quis legat bæc, is the Univerſal Nein 72 


Indeed, the Competition between Clrif. 
tianity and its Subſtitute between the 
Goſpel of Salvation, and Deiſm (that poor 
Mimickry of Natural Religion !) is, through 
the Fooliſhne)s of Preaching, become ſo 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
8 NOW ; and the Latter ſo ſuperior 


In the Diſpute ; that is, ſo much better re- 
' ceived by tba: World, which cannot (yet) 


receive the Spirit of 7 ruth ; that no Man 
may buy or ſell, ſave he that hath the Mark 
of the Beeft : And that even Profit (as this 
is a Subject that muſt now excite Curiolity) 
is overlooked z3 and the Author put to 


the Difficulty of Printing it at bis own 


Cha 8e. 
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Chooſe to publiſh the following Tei 

concerning the Authors of the 15 

Alteration of the Doctrines of our Church 
and Her Liturgy; and particularly ad- 
dreſs'd to the Author of the Expediency, &c. 
in the Manner it was at firſt intended; that 
its being poſiponed, may account for the 
Reaſon of its not appearing nearer the Time 
of its Date. 

But, not deſigning to aſſign any other 
Reaſon for its Rejection, than that given me, 
namely, its length“ (tho? 1 ſuſpect it is a non 
cauſa pro cauſa) there may be a Providence 
in it, viz. that on reviſing it (as many 
Things are wanting) I find Occaſion to re- 
commend a narrower Inſpection of the a- 
boveſaid Author, to ſome Perſons of more 
enlighined Hearts, and abler Heads. As 
alſo, that I may declare, that though I do 
not think any Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, 
perfect, yet] believe the Church of England 
(O that her Members were as meaning in 
Proportion !) in her Doctrine and Forms; 


N. B. It is now twice as long as when offered 
for ſuch Publication. 1 | 
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_ PREFACE. © 
© that is, her Articles, Homilies, and Liturgy, 


to be the moſt ſo of any upon Earth: And 


that for one Reaſon, becauſe ſhe comes the 
neareſt, of any en to the Scriptures of 


OD. 


And yer, what are any Forms, though 
never ſo ſcriptural, when compared to the 
Power of Godlineſs ? Our People, alas! even 
"our good People (for ſome have not even the 
Form of Godlineſs) are 4% formal already. 
They miſtake the Means, for the Power of 
Religion itſel.— the Manner for the End of 
Chriſtianity; and reſt in Externals, for the 
' "inward Effelis of Grace in the Heart.— The 
End of Chriſtianity (1 have ſaid) which is 


no ſs than Man's new Creation in the Image 


of GOD, or the Power of Divine Life #1 
Ibe Soul, productive of holy Tempers and 
good Works. When ſhall we ceaſe, (ſays 


* one very appofitely to the preſent Difpute) 
„ when ſhall we ceaſe to ſtrive about Chai, . 


'« whit we neglect the Wheat? When 
% ſhall Mankind be perſwaded to look upon 
t and embrace the Goſpel, not in Profeſ- 
' ſton only not as a Set of Forms, or a 


« Scheme of Notions ; but as the Power of 
* GOD to Salvalion; as Life from the 


% Dead; as a Divine Principle WITHIN 
*-to reform the Heart and Life? 


2 : But 


FREFACE. vn 


But this is not t all; 1 ad * Pro- 
vidence, as an Opportunity to thruſt in one 


more, among the real Reaſons not aſſigned 


by our Author, for this intended Change of 
our Divine Service. And, indeed, it is 
what is not peculiar to him and his Accom- 
plices, but common to the Crowd of all thoſe 
prayerleſs, and as ſuch Godleſs Perſons, if 
not Families; who habitually abſent from 
the public Service of their own Church: 
Not only becauſe it is ſo ſmart a Reproof 
to their Luſts——ſo flatly oppoſite to their 
Lives 
ly Converſation; bur alſo, becauſe they do 
not underſtand it, and therefore diſlike it. 


And indeed I can't ſay, but that the 


Reaſon of ſuch abſenting is a good one; if 
they themſelves, and they that ſhould in- 


ſtrut them in Things pertaining to GOD, 
and in the Way of their own Salvation, 
were not in Fault. 


What then is to be done ? Or what Infe- 
rence is to be drawn from hence? That (as 
is here mentioned) * the Service be brought 
& gown to the People, ſince the People will 


ol be raiſed up to the Service?“ 
That the Service (as ſome of the beſt of our 


Profeſſors) be barely Ethnic or Moral? GOD 
forbid! 


to their vain Practice and world- 
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EE wi 8 PREFACE. 
. forbid! For then will the Expediency and 


« the Public Liturgy,” not only appear 100 

. and be anſwered to their Heart's 
eſire; but the next Purpo 

formers will be, to make a Philoſophical and 

Claſſical, or faſhionable Tranſlation of the 

Bible—$So to tranſlate the Scripture as to ſuit 

it allo to the preſent Taſte——to ſoften its 


Terrors and Torments, as Devils ſpeale, and 


Deviliſh Men think, (Mat. viii. 29. Mark 
v. 7.) and to enrervate both its Promiſes and 
Threats. | 


No: Let 5575 rather be done——Let 
this be the Inference; even, that we all 
look (through Grace) to be really what we 


5 are called, CHRISTIAN S — Chriſtians 
as diſtinguiſh'd from, and fomething mere 


than barely moral Men. — - That we 
* continue (as the Church prays) Cbriſt's 
« faithful Sollliers and Servants, if we would 


Bapuſm we be brought up to lead Godly 
„and Chriſtian Lives *. Repenting, 


Works; Believing the Holy Goſpel, (fo 
believing) and, through his Love ſbed a- 
broad in our Hearts, keeping GOP's holy 


« Neceſſity of a Reviſal and Improvement of 


ſe of our Re- 


% attain his Promiſe. — That from our 


that is, renouncing the Devil and all his 


Will and Commandments, and walking in 
the ſame . — In a Word, that our Prac- 
| tice 


- 


tice agree to our Profeſſion : which ſhould be 


(ſhe ſays again) to © follow the Example 


of our Saviour Chriſt, and to be made like 
unto Him “.“ 


T he Thing then, in ſhort, that I would 
here add, (as I have undertaken to account 


for the objeted ©* Drfficuity and Unintelli- 


« gibleneſs”* of our preſent Liturgy) is Ibis, 
that ſome Churchmens not underſtanding 
(and how are ſuch of the Clergy to be pitied, 

who are tied down to the Drudgery of ſuch 
a Service, if any ſuch there are?) that 


ſome Churchmens not underſtanding their 


own Prayer-book, and conſequently ſlight- 
ing it, is owing to the ſame Cauſe, that I 


charge my Author with; namely, their /g-- 


norance, their ſpiritual Ignorance. 


The Service of their Church (let them 
know it) was compiled by Chriſtians for 
CHRISTIANS, not Dej/t5—PFor CHRIS- 
TIANS, I ſay, that is, for Perſons in a 


higher or lower Capacity, born of ' GOD— 


regenerate by his Grace— anointed or bap- 
tized with his Spirit our Lord's own 
Baptiſm, (Mat. in. 11.) 'What our 
Chovrch calls ihe Thing fgniſied, tho* many 


fices. 


of 


PREFACE is 


% See Chureh Catechiſm, and baptiſmal Of. 
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* PREFACE. 

of her nominaliy anointed ones, depend more 

on the outward Sign. It was compoſed for 
| Perſogs who have higher or lower Degrees 
of Cohriſtiamiy, that is, Union in their 
Hearts; the very Joweſt whereof is the 
 . ezwakening or quickening the Soul into the 
Knowledge of itſelf, and of its loft State — 
with all its unaſſiſted Reaſon, and polite 

Education, Dead to GO D] Gen, ii. 17. 


Now if the Service be compoſed for 
. "Chriſtians (as may be proved #broughout) 
none but Chriſtians can underſtand it. Tis 
Greek to others. To a Perſon, who has 10 
Degree of Chriſtianity or Uuction, who looks 
not for it; nay, who may make a Feſt of it, 
if not /peak againſt that Spirit, from whom 
alone it can come. To fucb a Perſon, it 
is no more to be wondered, that the whole 
Common- prayer- book is a Ridale, than that 
the whole Goſpel is till a Parable——than 
that ungracious Men, who experience not its 
Truths, diſlike, if not hate the Bible; or 
than that a Deiſt or Arian, who acknow- 
ledges not the Divinity of Chriſt, and his 
ONENESS * with the Father, can reliſh ' 
the A hanaſian Creed , or approve of fo 
» John x. 30, 31. 7 | 

+ Methinks it is ſtrange, that we cannot ſee, that 
it is the /ame Spirit of Unbelief, which occaſioned the 
Neceffity of compoſing that Creed, that now oppoſes, 
and is for throwing it out, 


many | 


" FREF4CE A 
many Gloria Patri's, What Work will ſach 
Men make in their intended Tranſlation of 
the New Teſtament ! OY 


But I marvel at our Wiſe and Learned 
Men! Where are all their Wits gone? is 
chere not a much ſborter Way than they 
have taken——a more effectual Method to 

ÞK overthrow the Eccleftaftical Conſtitution, fo 
much talked of! fo little underſtood ? In 
Pity then I will give them a Hint to extir- 
pate Chriſtianity at once. Let them ſtrike 
but a yet ſurer Blow at the Root, and 
procure (if they can get the King and Par- 
liament on their Side) an AZ for the Ex- 
pungeing the Goſpel of Saint John. And t ben, all 
will be done to their Satisfaction Creeds 
and Doxologies, and Gloria Patri's ceaſe of 
| Courſe 3 and Deiſm triumph, by placing 
Confidence in; and aſcribing Salvation, 
Glory, and Honour to MAN only. 
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Page 23, Line 22, for Self-Enmity, read Selfoſufficiency, 
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” GENTLEMEN, 


Am glad to find, by the Letter from Cam- 
bridge, which you publiſhed laſt Auguſt, that 
you are diſpoſed to countenance the Cauſe of 

a Sinking Church, which, though much ex- 
tolled in other Proteſtant Countries, as the Bul- 
wark of the Reformation, has, like her ever-adored 
Lord, no o Honour i in her own. 


rae The 


fon. 


| The he (and how combs !) Diſmiſiters I pur- 
| poſt not to ſay much of; hoping that the abler 
Hands, that have undertaken them, will continue 


to refute their ten reed and. ale Objectlons, 
till they have quite ſilenced them. Not but that, 
if they would be ſatisfied to let the: Old Reunda- 
tion ſtand as it is, (for indeed it — on the 
Foundation of the Apoſties an s, Feſus Chri/? 
himſelf being the chief Corner-flone) hy might be 
permitted; if done in the genuine Spirit of our 
Church — that Spirit of her mere Geſpel Articles, 
which we can no more part with than with the 
_ Goſpel itfelf : Not but that they might be permit- 
ted, I ſay, (and a good Hork it would be) to add 
a Form for excluding unworthy, and re-admit- 
« ting penitent and reformed Members of the Church 
6 to frame a larger Catechiſm tor Adults— 
<< to remove the juſtly complained of Grievances and 
; <<, Scandals of Ecclgſiaſtical Courts——to reſtore 
« the ancient Diſcipline, which our Church la- 
% ments her Want of——and to take away the 
& Scandal of Pluralities, Non- reſidence, and of 
<< Simoniacal Contracts.“ 5 But the Homilies on 
the Miſery of the fallen or natural Man (before or 
without Grace) in his unregenerate State —fhoſe on 


8 


his Reſtoration, or Juſlification through Faith in 


Chriſt ; as alſo, the Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh, 
Twelfth, T hirteenth, and Eighteenth Articles, 


let them not, 41 their Peril, preſume to expunge, - 


or alter ; for they contain (in Abridgment) both 
the Occaſim of the Goſpel, and the Opel igſelf. 1 

| beſeech them not to do it waveing that Threat, 
Kev. xxii. 19.) leſt they remove the 4 (or Pal- 
ladium, it ſome underſtand this Word better) of 


4 our 


4 
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a K 
our State as well as Church. For J am verily per- 
ſuaded, that on Account of this Goſpel-Con/titu- 


tion, and Liturgy, grounded upon theſe Pillars; 


(as he, a long lime, favoured the Fews, notwith- 
ſtanding their many Provocations, till they filled 
up the Meaſure of their Iniquity, by their reject- 
ing OUR Chriſt- thoſe Fetos, whom he fa- 
voured above all People, becauſe to them pertained 


the Adoption, and the Glory, and the Covenants, and 


the Giving of the Law, and the Service of Ged, 
and the Promiſes F}) —— I am perſuaded, I fay, 
that, on Account of our Con/titution, and its 
Form of found Words, GOD has hitherto defended 
and protected our Church and State in the won- 
derful manner he has; and not on Account of 
the Chriſtian Lives of the People; for (generally 
ſpeaking )- they know not the Rock from whence they 
are hewn, nor what Manner of Spirit they are of. 
Nay, their Prefeſſi:n and Practice (both Clergy 
and Laity) have been, and are, as diſtant as any 
Two Extremes can be. 4 


But my Buſineſs is not with the Diſqur/eters. 
I would only (as I have ſeen no notice taken of 
him yet) beg leave to be heard a Word in Favour 
of our Goſpel- Liturgy, againſt the Author, or Au- 
_ thors, of The Expediency, &c.“ whoſe Ignorunce 
only I would endeavour to detect; for his arro- 
| gant Sufficiency, and Diſaffection to our Church, 
do enough diſplay themſelves, were it ſeen in no- 
thing more, than that many things are (wretch- 
edly) altered, for Alteration ſake, | 


7 Rom. ix. 4. 
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141 
: 11 they, who are concerned in that Piece, are 


Miniſters of the Eflabliſbment, I can hardly re- 


frain from burſting out upon them in Grief, Ka: 
fete , 'Fudas  Betrayeſt THOU ! Ye that 
at of my Bread, do YE lift up your Heels againſi 
me! Are ye Maſters of Iſrael, and know net theſe 


Things ! Ignorant of thoſe Geſpel-Principles of 


Your own Church | 


And, indeed, nothing could induce me to ſuſ- | 


peR, that any concerned herein are of ber Cler- 
O, but that im of theſe ſo ſeldom preach her 
fundamental Goſpel-Doctrines, as oppoſed to bare 
Natural Religion, to Miral Phileſephy, to Claſſi- 
ral Prudence, or Heathen Ethics 
thers of them are, and have, for a 1 time, 
been / fic of Canons and Rubricks, in ſhort of 


her whole Diſcipline, which yet is ſo mild. Wit- 


- neſs, the Abuſe of Ember-Szaſons— of proper 


Epiſcopal Viſitations, which, ſhould be employed 


rather in inquiring into the State of the Goſpel — 
the Pregreſs of the Kingdom of GO D—the Preach- 
ing and Lives of the Inferior Clergy, than into 
the Repairs of their Churches, or Extent of their 
Glebes. Witneſs the Neglect of Confirmation, 
and the mabliſb Celebration. of that Holy Rite, 
when performed ; which might be avoided, if, 


inſtead of Attendance at Court, our Biſhops em- 


ployed their Time, and ſpent their Fortunes, in 
| 7 7X and Confirming in every Pariſh in their 
reſpective Dioceſes, every Year. But this would 
be making a Bu/meſs of it. To ſay no more, 
witneſs the ſcandalous Chambering and HYanton- 


meſs 


and that o- 
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: 15 þ 
n-{s of Weddings, Churchings, and Chriſten- 
ings T. But perhaps, though unlatoful as well as 
indecent theſe T hings may be, they may be more 
eaſy, genteel, and profitable, than as done in Obe- 
dience to Law. 5 


If the Perſons concerned in this Performance 
be only Laymen, I will ſay even to them, with 
regard to their Objection concerning “ the Diſ- 


& ficulty, the Obſcurity, and Unintelligiblenefs,” 


of our Liturgy, that, if there be any thing in it 
hard to be underſtood, their own ſpiritual Igno- 
rance is the Cauſe of this Cavil. It is not / to 
thoſe who are taught of GOD, and accordingly 


have Ears to hear, and a Heart to underſtand. — 


It is not ſo to the ſpiritual Man, who judgeth all 
Things, or hath a right Judgment in all Things. 


It is only /e to the Natural Man, who receiveth not | 
the Things of the Spirit of GOD—to thoſe, wheſe 
Minds the God of this World hath blinded, left the 


Light of the Glorious Goſpel of Chri „ who's the 


+ Not to fay, that Chriſtenings and Churchings in Bed-Cham- | 


bers, are ſo contrary to the Deſign of both theſe Ordinances —— 
ſo contrary io the Intent of Receiving the Baptized Infant into 
« the Congregation of Chriſt's Flock ;'* and the Woman's return - 
ing her Thanks, “ and paying her Vows in the Preſence of all 
% God's People, even in tbe Midi of thee, O Feruſel m: 1 
think, that Churching of Women in Bed-Chambers is bighly in- 
decent, and inconſiſtent with the Modeſty of Women in thoſe Cir- 
cumſtances. And if the Miniſter takes Money for ſuch Baptiſms, 


A Simony in the higheſt Sante of the Word: for it is felling 
the G:ft of the Holy Ghoſt, Freely ye bave received, freely give 
Matt. x. 8. The Scandal and Unhapp'neſs that al Har: 
riages have brought into ſome of the beſt Families in the Land, call 
for the Aboliſhment of Marriage Licences, We appeal then to the 
Great and Honourable Laity for the Correction of ſuch ſcandalous 


Abuſes, If Two or Three of them would begin in their own Fa- 


milies, to difcountenance ſuch unlawful Practices, it might ſhame 
8hoſe who are concerned, into Obedience to the:r own Laus. 
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Image of GOD, ſhould ſhine upon them. In a 


when for the Time they ſhould be Teachers, have 
need that one teach them again, which be the firſt 
Principles of the Qracles of GOD. 


But be they who they will, whether Clerical 
or Lay —whether the Diſciples of F— F 4 
or of B-alY7. , I ſhall addreſs myſelf to 
them as one Man—the REVISER and IMPRO- 


VER of our Public Liturgy. 


And, Sir, you have reviſed it indeed; but, a- 
las ! how have you improved it! Our poor Li- 
turgy ! that hitherto Ferm of ſound Mord 
| Quantum mutata! Xgivora x:, Could you but 
ſce it, Sir, you have diſappeinied yourſelf ; for the 
Centraſt you have exhibited, has made her ſhine 
brighter (Taſte and Good-Senſe only being Judges) 
than ever. Spirit of Devotion—Pathas— Beauty of 
Holineſs, quite gone! 


But, as I promiſed, I will keep to one Point, 
and only prove your Ignorance. And here, Good 
Sir, that I offend you not, let me explain myſelf. 
* Timpeach not your Underſtanding : I charge you 


ih not with Want of Natural Knowledge, Reaſon, 


Reading, or Learning: I mean only your [gns- 
rance in ſpiritual Things—a Abt Matter indeed, 
except you are a Cl:rgyman. I allow you to have 
all that Knowledge (yea, all that Goodneſs too) 
which the Generality of the World—even the 
- Learned World, think ſufficient to Salvation. O 
that they could but underſtand what the Apoſtle 
ſays, that the Natural Man (with all his Abili- 


tles 


word, to thoſe, who are dull of Hearing—who, 


b 


- ties and Endowments) receiveth not the Things of 


the Spirit of GOD, for they are FOOLISHNESS 
unto him, neither CAN he know them, becauſe they 


are ſpiritually (only) diſcerned ! that they could 
but ſee, that all Wiſdom out of GOD, or not . 


through Chriſt, in Things pertaining to GOD, is 


but the Subtlety of the Serpent !—a violent and re- 


| bellious ſnatching at the Tree of Knowledge ; at the 
Tree of Life, in Defiance of GOD, who drove 


Man out of Paradiſe *, fill he ſhall ſubmit to 
know and be happy again in GOD, through 


Chriſt, who alone can reveal him 1. In a word, 
Sir, you have enough of that Wiſdom, whereby 
the World, Two thouſand Years ago, new not 
GOD . But as to any ſpiritual Knowledge, 
whether of GOD, or your own Heart—thatWiſ- 
dom which is from above — that Un@ton of the Spi- 
rit which alone maketh Chriſtian (for you know, 
that X., as well as X;irS-, is derived from 
tit, Or Xeiwv)—as to that convincing Grace, 
which teacheth all Things; that is, in the ſeveral 
Stages of Chriſtianity, awakeneth or quickeneth 
the Soul, and then reproveth or convinceth it of 
(vgn, concerning) Sin, Righteouſneſs, and Fudg- 
ment : or that humbleth it into a Senſe of its Want 
of Chriſt ; that conſequently begetteth in it that 
Repentance, that maketh the Kingdom of GOD at 
hand ; and having thus diſpoſed it for the Goſpel, 
bringeth the Gofpel inte it; that is, juftifieth and 
ſanctiſieth it.— As to THIS Knowledge, give me 
leave to fay, Sir, (if, having allowed you the e- 
ther, an Apology be needful here) that you are 1- 
terly in the dark. e 

* Gen. iii, 24. 


| Matt. xi, 27. 
11 Cor. i. a1. 


And 


1 
od this T beg leave to prove, in 2 {ow In- 
ſtances only in your · Improvement” of our ſpi- 
ritual Service; as allo, to inen you N as [ 


go along. 


Fieſt then, (permit me to ſay) You are FN 
t of thoſe Scripture Doctrines, on which 
the Service of our Church is framed. For know, 


in general, that our Liturgy is planned upon thoſe 
 Gefpel-Truths contained in the abaveſaid Familzes 
and Six Articles (nor can Candour ſuppoſe, that l 
receive not as heartily the treceding) even upon the 
. Loft State of Man by Na ure the Dod rine of 
his Original Sin "oa; Corruption of every 
„Man, whereby he has loſt that Image of GOD, 
called his Original Righteouſneſs, for which 
65 Cauſe, every Perſon born into the World de- 
« ſerveth GO D's Wrath and Damnation— 
Upen the Impotence and Inability, if not utter 
Want, of a WILL in Man to come to GOD 
28 his own Strength, without the Grace of 

OD by Chriſt, both preventing and work- 
“ with him””- Upon that Truth of Truths, 
«© that we are accepted of GOD, and counted 


|  . % Righteous before him, or juſtified ONLY for 


the Merits of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
« Chriſt by FAITH, and not for- our own 
« Works and Deſervings''——— Upon this mor- 
tifying Truth to the Pride of Man, which ſhews, 
that Natural Religion (how much leſs Deiſm, 

that poor Corruption of it !) though, gaod it be 
(in its Place) and even of 60D, is not Nac 
of itſelf, in a Chri/tian Country, to recommend u- 
to GOD, without his Grace | in a Chriſt: for that 


„J ue We Wi PH i Ed CERA 


„ eve. 


S K „* 


„ 
„even Good Works, though the Fruits of Faith, 
* and which can never be done, ſo as to be ac- 
6 cepted of GOD, till after we are juſtified 
« that THESE cannot put away our Sins, nor 
„ ſtand the Juſtice of GOD's f 

that they are pleaſing only as they ſpring out of a 
true and lively Faith” — Upon a neceſſary 


Conſequent of bis, that Works done in our 


Natural State, before the Grace of Chriſt, and 
the Inſpiration of his Spirit” (for no Man, ſays 
the Pſalmiſt, hath guictened his own Soul) 


that no ſuch (barely) moral or virtuous Works are 


plealing unto GOD, even becauſe they ſpring 
not of Faith in Feſu Chriſt; neither can they 
diſpeſe the Doers of them ſor Mercy from GOD: 
ea, rather for that they are done by unjuſtified 
| Perſons, not accepted in Chriſt (for it is the 
Man / in Chriſt, and not the Opus operatum, that 
GOD reſpeRs) or, yet again, ** becauſe they are 
not done, as GOD willeth and commandeth 
them, even in that Divine Faith, which is 
Power in the Soul, begetting Love and Obedi- 
ence (the ONE Source of accepted Good Works) 
& therefore they have in them the Nature of Sin.“ 
Laſtly, Upon that Thunder-/troke to all Deiſts, Ar- 
rians, Freethinkers, and Nominal Chriſtians ! 
even, “ that they are to be held accurſed, who 
preſume to ſay, that every Man {ſhall be ſaved 
„ by the Law, or Sect which he profeſſeth, ſo 
that he be diligent to frame his Life according 
«© to that Law and the Light of Nature; for that 
* Holy Scripture doth ſet forth unto us, only the 
«© Name of Feſus Chriſt, whereby Men muſt be 
« ſaved.” bo 


Now, 


5 
- 


udgment ; and 
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4 Now, Sir, as our whole Common -P rayer 00 +: ar 
is planned (I have faid) on ſuch Geſpel-Truths as | ea 


theſe Truths no more underſtood by the of 
Natural Man (unleſs revealed by the Spirit of of 
Chriſt, Zuke xxiv. 45.) than the Scriptures them- ot! 
ſelves, from whence they are derived: Who can th 
wonder, that Schemes are projecting by thoſe, re 
who know not GOD, nor Fefus Chrift whom he hath w. 
ent; to eraze them out of the Doctrines of our + (a 
Church; or (what is as bad) to ſoften and explarn or 
them away? I rather marvel, that confidering th 
how long Deiſm and Infidelity have prevailed a- 
mong formal 1 reputably good) Ghriſtianis— or 
Japping Foundations, working in the dark._; but 0 
_ now more viſible, through the Light that is broker: (w 
in upon us: I rather wonder, Tay, that theſe „the 


Evangelical Doctrines have continued /o long ; and G 
an attribute it to nothing (as, you confeſs, A.- 

. Pempts have been often made to that Purpoſe) but 
to the over ruling Care of GOD, for the Goſpel of . thi 
Bis dear Son, and his Love to his Church. Becauſe || Ct 

he had a Favsur for her——becauſe her Founda- for 

trons are upon the Holy Hills, therefore have not log 

the Enemies of our Happy Conſtitution,” (ſay * 
they only, in Truth, who underſtand it) put it in Ye 

Execution long fince. HAPPY CONSITTU- L. 

TION ! Good Sir ! I will excuſe your Anſwer c 

to any other Particular in this Letter, that may tio 

grate upon you, if you and the Candid Diſquiſiters | mit 
will but let me know what you mean by that der/ 

Term; for I find our Liturgy, Articles, and Homi- Chi 


—— are to be ſet aſide, or altered, are not the. 
t, | Wn aS | 


Sy: L xx, LY 

If there be any of the Clergy of this Land, who. 
are not taught of GOD, or who are not illuminat- 
ed with the TRUE Knowledge and Underſtanding 
of his Word, it is to be feared, that they have. 

_ aſſented to, and ſubſcribed theſe great Truths, on 
other Principles or Motives, than a Conviction of 
their Scripturalneſs, or Love to them. If fo, it is 
reaſonable enough to think, that fh of them, 
who have been ofteneſt galled with Subſcription, 

+ (as the Simplicity of former Times required it up- 
on every Degree, and every Promotion) are, with 
the Authors of the Free Di/quijitzons, “ for ſetting 

them aſide on Ad miſſion into the Miniſtry 3” 

or, under Pretence of <* compiling a Syſtem of 

Divine Truths more agreeable to Scripture,” 

(which I defy them to do) are for throwing 

- Ip Scriptures themſelves out of the Church of 
z0D. 


But, What is the Inference to be made from 
| this? That (with theſe Builders of GOD's. 
Church) it is meet and right ſo todo. No; GOD. 
forvid! but rather let every Miniſter of GOD 
look on theſe Words, as ſppken to himſelf ——— 
* Tide, re TacaratraNyxy Prratow. YrorvTuow 
t d ιαννỹ, Aoywy, rabræ MENET &, Ev rd rolg NH. "Emeye 
' O:GuTW iy ru d9aoxania* eryyurrs auTMN rr vag Trou, Kg 
Citaro ces, K 76 cc xh ν o. * And let our Cau- 
tion hereafter be, that none henceforward be per- 
I mitted to enter into the Miniſtry but ſuch as un- 
der/tand, and therefore love, the Doctrines of that 
Church, whoſe People they are to inſtruct in 
them but ſuch as are called of GO D- but ſach 
as purpoſe (through Grace) to attend continually, 
; 1 Tim, vi. 20. i, 13. iv. 16. | 


* 


1 gi — 
3 r ye 4 N 4- ” 
* bs — — — - 


Lat 
% * 


upon 


* 


* 
5 2 h *. a 
$A 4 k a” « 
l * = 1 5 PN 
GO” * bt = 4-1] — 


be 1 


Ting but ſuch as are (in Truth) 


58 Hal 


inwardly nts to take Ze this Office and Miniſtration 
them—but ſuch as are miphty in the. Scrip- 
ture but ſuch as know rightly how to divide tbe 
Word of Truth +. And let the ſpi ritual Biſhop 
-exafnine not ſo narrowly into their Ethical Know- 


ledge, their Syfematical Divinity, and their Cla/- 


feral Learning; as their Knowledge of their own 


Hearts, their Growth in Grace, their Conformity 
to, and ſpiritual Experience in, the Life-giving 
Word; eſpecially their Convictions of Sin, Righ- 
teouſneſs, and Judgment : that ſo they may be 
able to lead their People through theſe three prin- 


cipal Stages of Chriſtianity. Moreover, let him fo 


remember the Dignity of his Office, an Ambaſſa- 
dor of Chriſt—an 44 of the Church, as neither 
to be over-awed by the World, nor fear the 
Faces of Men ; accepting no ignorant (though 
Great . Novices, from this Noble or tother 
| Great Man; but let him rather himſelf e“ make 
& choice of fit Perſons to ſerve in ſacred Miniſtry 


« of the Church, that no Ves be let in that 


he bimſe] 4 partake not of other Men's Sins—and 


that, in 
Church of God. 


- But, Secordly, To 10 more l What 
can it proceed from, Sir, but your Ignorance of 


the Scriptures, as well as of the Doctrines above- 


mentioned of your own Church, that you have 


is x Tim. vi. 20. 2 Tim. j. 13. 1 Tim. iv. 15, 3 
＋ Were theſe requifire Qualifications ſtuck to fas they ſhould) 


T fancy, that many, who catch at the beſt Ecclefiaftical Prefer- 


ments, would, rather than obtain them at fo dear a | Kare, ſeek a 
5 2 he otherwiſe, 
| left 


ead of bree, he diſiry net the 


left out, or changed , the moſt important and fonts 
ant Paſſages in our Confe/ſi ion, which acknow- 
edge, that there is no Health in us; and implore 
GOD, that he would re/tcre the penitent Believer 
accirding to his Promiſes declared unto Mankind in 
Cbriſt Files our Lord? Know, Sir, that the 
Health of the Soul conſiſted in the knowing, lov- 
4 ing, fearing, ſerving, and obeying ; that is, the 
1 being happy in GOD. And that Man in liſten- 
ing tothe Voice of the Devil—in ſeeking, at his 
Inſtigation, to EAT and KNOW; that is, to 
be wiſe and happy eljſewhere— in himſelf and the 
Creature, independently of GOD—- that Man 
leſt to experience the wretchedneſs of his own un». 
happy Choice, became ignorant and miſerable 3 
and conſequently loſt the Strength and Health of 
his eee ſaving Health (as ſhe explains 
tit in another Place) as is evident throughout the 
whole Scripture, Now, as it pleaſed GOD in his 
Wiſdom, os well as Love, to re/fore Mankind 
ga again in and through his Son Jeſus Chrift, and in 
Hin, to make us many great and precious Pro- 
miſes, even, as our Church ſums them up; ** to re- 
ce carve us again, to releaſe us of our Sins, to ie 
<« tify us with his Holy Spirit, to give us theKing- 
4 dem of GODand everlaſting Liſe:“ What ſo 
roper for Perſons, in ſuch 4% Circumſtances, as 
to plead thoſe Promiſes and to lay held of them, 
if they do really believe them all to be, Yea and 
Amen in Chrift Feſus 2 


Here then, Sir, you have not _ ſhewn /þ:- 

N ritual Ignorance, but alſo great Want of Tutte 

T- and Delicacy : For there are not, perhaps. more' 
ſtrong and beautiful— more elegant and moving 

Paſlages i in any writings whatever, than after this 


he G Fey. . 


— 


SH 


. 


* 


3 | 
feeling Confeffion, ** there is no Health in My — 
(our ſouls are wounded even unto Death; our 
whele Head fick, our whole Heart faint, becauſe 
we have loſt thy Divine Likeneſs, in which alone 
we could be healthy and happy) than after this 
Humiliation and Proſtration of the Soul before 
Him; thus to ſupplicate GOD, but then, O 


„ Lord, have Mercy upon us, miſerable Off nders. 


« Spare thou — O God, which confeſi their 
4% Faults, reftore thou them that are penitent, ac- 


. ** cording te thy Promiſes d clared ute mankind, 


„in pack: lu our Lord 1” 


The lame 1 gnorance, 205608 me, Dear Sir, 


occaſioned you to overlook the very Thing you 


are called to, if a Miniſter; even to proclim the 


glad Tidings of the Golpel in our Firm of preach- 
ing it, I may ſay ; that is, calling I Sinners (thro' 
Grace repenting and believing) into the Bleſſings 
of it: Bleflings! no leſs than Pardon, Peace, 
Holineſs, and Love] For know, that you ae 
then eſpecially preaching (would to GOD you did 
it alſo, and that it were your prime Subject in the 


| Pulpit ! [ ) when, as A Kev 1ng d xahοng, a He- 


rad, that is, Preacher of Peace — an An:b:ſſador 


for Chrift, you tell y zur People, that GOD was in 
brit reconciling the H/orld unto himſelf, and accord- 


ingly beſeech them to be reconciled to GOD FOR 
— he (actually) pardoneth and abſolveth, or 
<-" forgiveth all ſuch of them as truly repent, and 


** unfeignedly believe his Holy Goſpel.” 
And, O what a Service is this! when you 


have thus withAuthority — with Power and Com- 
* mandment”” from GOD, offer'd the Goſpel 


22 0s and 8 and Faith re- 
e 


8 8 11 —— r ha... ic. uct 


2 


i 


Ges it; who, who dare difpute the Goßpe 's 
being applied, or brought home to ſuch Perfons, 
. fo repenting ! ſo believing ! Then, and then only 


is the open for. his Holy Spirit, both to fill - 


them with preſent Grace, and alſo that the ref of 


| their, Lives thereafter may be ſo pure and holy, that 
at the laſt they. may cume is his eternal Joy thro Je- 
us Chr: wr our Lord. 


As to your ObjeRion againft the Reprtition of 
| the Lord's Piayer—that Crambe repetita / with 


| which I may, join your wearineſs and fffing 


(as the Prophet ſpeaks) at the tediouſneſs and 


| length of the Service; I miſt exceed (in this one 


Caſe) my Bounds, and attribute it to ſomething 


worſe than Ignorance ; if, as an idle and ignorant 


School- boy, you may not be excuſed for your 
hatred to your Book, becauſe it is bard to be un- 
d. I muſt ide it to Want of Love to 
G00, and its Conſequence, Averſion to his 
Worſhip. Dear Sir, is three Quarters of an Hour 
once or 55 a Week, or ſuppoſe every Day, 
too much to be ſpent in the Service of that GO 
who iveth us al our Time, and with it Health, 
and Strength, and every other Bleſſing we enjoy - 
I pity you, poor Man, when you ſhall come to 
exven 3 how will you digeſt an Eternity of 


Praiſe and Adoration ? But, indeed, it can hardly 


be otherwiſe with 5 or any other, who make 


Religion either local or temporary, only— who _ 


have religious Qualms only at /uch an Hour, and 
in ſuch a Place. O, Sir, ſee to love the Lord 
your GOD, and all thoſe whom he loves ; at all 
Times, and in all Places, look for the Religion 


of the Heart. Be religious in your Life, and Bu- 


ſiueſs, and Converſation : : Ina Word, be rela- 
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tively as well as per ſenally religious, (if the Latter 
may be without the Former) and then you will,” 
without Wearineſs, be woe and tanporarily 
ſo, alſo. 5 


Ad s to the ee of repeating the 
Lord s- prayer; ſince the Morning- Service on 
Sunday is divided into 3 Parts, let the Rubric 
be obey'd in all Churches; even that a Pſalm or 
Anthem be ſung at the End of the third Collect, 
and immediately before the Communion-Service : 

And I would hope our Lord's Command of ſay- 
ing that Divine Form, whenever we pray, will 
no more offend your nice Stomach. 


*. 


- But what aware. have you to the Suffrages 
er this Prayer ? ls it an Impropriety in our Ad- 
dreſſes to GOD, to pray or praiſe by his 4% ½ 
tance, or his Spirit ? To pray with the Spirit, as 
well as the Underſtanding, that you reject O 
Lori, open thou our Lips?” Or would you 
pray (as you converſe and live) in your own 
Strength and Sufficiency only ? And why have 
you caſt out, what is the earneſt and hourly Pe- 
tition of every one that is awakened b 8 
of every one that kflows his own Heart fee/s 
what Sirr is, and is tired of the Miſery and Dam- 
nation of it; and conſequently cries out with 
Fervour, 6 GOD make fpeed to ſave us, O 
Tord make haſte to help us? Methinks, I would 
not willingly imagine you ſo maliciouſly ignorant, 
as ſome nominal Chriſtians are, who plead for Sin, 
againſt the Privileges of the Goſpel ; that'is, who 
look to Sin as long as they can, as long as they 
live, and are fo far from looking for Goſpel- al. 
vation F ROM 8in—— fo far from conforming. 

to 
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to the Reaſons of his being called JESUS , that 
they defire to be ſaved in the next world only, 
. when they can fin no more Here. if 


Dear Sir, the Goſpel is nothing— your natu- 
ral Religion, nay Mabometiſin is preferable to it, 
if this be all. If this be all, its precious Pro- 
miſes and Privileges are vain and deluſory. Then 
has GOD forgotten to be gracious —He is neither 
faithful nor juſt, to forgive us our Sins, nor to 
* cleanſe us from all Unrighteouſneſs : Then has his 
fundamental Charter, that the Seed of the Wo- 
man ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's Head, Jail d. 
And Jeſus is no Jefus, no Saviour, if he ſave not 
NOW if he bring not a preſent Salvation. For 
know you not, that he was called JESUS“, 
| that he might /ave his People (his penitent and 
delieving People) FROM their Sins? IMMA- 
NUEL, that he might be GOD with us— 
GOD in us? Did he not give himſelf, that he 
might deliver us frem this preſent evil World— |, -M 
that we might live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly 0 
in this preſent + World? that being ſaved | 
from Sin here, (its Pollution, Power and Domi- 
nion, as well as Guilt) we may be faved:from its 
Mages, (eternal Death) hereafter ? 9 


But that 2518 is not your Senſe of Salvation 
that you would not be thus ſaved now, nor have 
others /o ſaved— that you would not have GOD 
make ſpeed to ſave you, nor make haſte to help 
you; is evident, not only from hence, but from 
that other wretched Alteration, that you have * 
made in the Prayer for the Royal. Family. Our 13 
- Preſent Liturgy, which every where breathes the - 0 
Mat. i. 2% | Gal, i. 44 Þ Tit. i, 27, 32: 1 

a C 3 Spirit. 
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$pitit of that 'Gaſpel it is derived from, prays 
. GOD would nav (even NOW it means) 


— 7% Criſt ar Lord.” 


2 And, Sir, Gs not utterly 3 of 
the Righteuſneſs of God—if you underſtood any 
of the Nature of the Geſpel of the Kingdom — 
that Kingdom WITHIN YOU, ſays our Lord; 
even that Kingdom of GOD in the Sau, that 
has Dominien over the Devil and Sin; or that 
Kingdom of Righteenſn:fs, and Peace, and Foy, 
in the Holy Ge: You would have reſted ſatis- 
fred with the old Prayer. But, Good Man! you 
were afraid to frighten the Koya/-Family—tender 
* tor ment ing + them with the Goſpel the Bleſ- 
-  fings of the : Kingdom of GOD. And leſt they 
thould be terrify'd with being brought to Hea- 
ven (that Kinzdom of Grace!) NOW, you 
_ therefore only pray, that at le they may be 
« brougkt to GOD's Kingdom of Glory.” 


pray-GOD to bleſs them, and, above all Blef- 


fiogs, to make them {as our Church prays » xe 
where) Partaters of bis Buerlaſting Kingdom * 

and in order hereto, to lead them into all * 
Truth, which you would conceal from them; if a 
Man may be faid to cosceal a Thing, which he 
- knows not himfelf. And, indeed, I doubt not, 


but that they underſtand better chanſolves ; z and 
at this Time will 7% % that they do, by difcoun- 


tenancing, if not pf ing, your lamentable Im- 
provements of the preſent Liturgy : by defer- 
n, at leaft, any fuch Defign, til GOD may 

ſend more enlightened, and ſpiritusl Men to do it, 


FT. vin. 29. Mark v. 7. 
4 5 | But, 


* 8 


% bring them to his * — threaugh 
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* 


But, , * 2 1 alter th Coll 
dt ter the 
and Rabe in: the — Olles for Cbriſi- 
mas- day; but that you underſtand not the End | 
of that Feſtival Appointment—that you look nei- 
ther to experience the Power of Chriſt's Birth, 
in © being born again, and daily renew'd by 
| his holy Spirit nor are willing to confeſs with 
the Church of GOD in all Ages, the gracious 
End of the Gofpel——-that great My/tery of G 
lneſs, CHRIST MANIFEST IN THE 
FLESH! © and that by the Operation of the 
„ Holy Ghoſt he was made very Man, of the 
40 Subſtance of the Virgin Mary his Mother, and 
© that without Spot of Sin, to make us clean 
& from all in? O how wretchedly is this and 
all other the Feſtivals of our Gs/pel-Church per- 
verted ! (and how is i with her Faſts? are they 
at all remember d?) At the Time that we are 
called up n, more eſpecially to Holineſs and Pu- 
_ rity, then are Chriſtians (but can this poſſib. 
be faid ofa CHRISTIAN?) more defiled with 
Riot and Exceſs, When we are admoniſhed 10 
rejcice in Chrift cur Savicur, then do we Chriſ- 
tians, like our heathen Anceſtors, rejoice in our 
Shame, and celebrate our Bachanals.* And, alas ! 
in the fame Manner, at Eater and N bitſuntide, 
nothi ing is lefs thought of ty the Chriſtians . who 
c keep the HolyCays,” than the End of theſe - 
Feaſt than theePower of Chriſt's Reſurrection, 
and the Inſpiration (how ſneer d at!) of his 
Holy Spicit. And why all this? but that neither 
rch nor Scripture are underſtood by our for- 
hae Pref ſors, and therefore equally diſliked. 
High Time it is then, that Church and People 
* Piece; and that ſince the People will 


® 7, B. This was defign'd to base been gebb d before Clrifimer, 


* * 
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- Hot keep up to "® Church, the Church be 
brought down to the People— the jadicious, as 
well as laudable Undertaking of our preſent Re- 


formers) But, indeed, Reformers of what? Of 


nothing now in Being—of an out dated, unprac- 
tiled and deſpiſed Refermation-Syirit. 


But excuſe this ſhort Digreſſion, and let me 
aſk you again, Why you altered the Collect for 
the 5th Sunday after Epiphany ? Sir, I acknow- 


ledge the Prayer you have ſubſtituted to be one of * 
the beſt among them; but is not the whole of it 


expreſſed better in man ny Places of the preſent Ser- 
vice; efpecially in the Prayer for all Conditions of 


Men, and that for the whole State of Chriſt's 


Church? But whether you anſwer mè or no, the 
Senſe and Tafte of your whole Performance, lets 


me into your Reaſon, viz. That you reliſh not 


that Goſpel Clauſe, which yet is the one Support of 
all true Believers— empty, uw humble, and de- 
pendent! You cannot digeſt, (and, indeed, how 
ſhould the Pride of Man 7) You d do not under- 


ſtand thoſe Words, 4 do lean only upon the 


« Hope of thy heavenly Grace.“ For you, and 
all u e Chriſtians (if ſuch can be) who, being 
not reproved by the Spirit of GOD, are full of 
themſelves, and feel not their Wants—You, and 


nearer and dearer Dependencies— not only that 
Reaſon and natural Will *, and manly Strength, 
which are ſufficient (it ſeems) to lead you into, 
and perform, all Truth; but you have ſuch a 
Fund of Merit in your moral and good Works, 
or, indeed, mere Negatives ; as will ever keep you 


| n 10th Anicle, fi 
rom. 


all /ach, I ſay, have ſomething elſe, to han in, 
beſides the Help of thetheavenly Grace—you have 


I 0-2 ww eas wlio.cos” ict. 


; from reſting wholly, Or haning upon Chrift * and - : f 
ſave you from the Beggary of being compleat in A 
Him, as an Apęſile ſpeaks. © 8201 | 


Had I Time or Leiſure, or would it not exceed | : 
the Bounds of an ordinary Letter, I might follow 
you further, and ſhew, that you have well nigh 
purged our Service of all the Bleſſings and Promiſes 
of the Goſpel—of all the precious Myſteries of 
Faith - of the Myſteries of Chriſt's holy Incarnu- 
+ tion, of his Birth, Life, Death, Reſurrectian and 
Aſcenſion ; and what is to be wrought in us by con- 
5 222 to them: for every one that is red (as 
is in the original) muſt be as his Maſter* : Ef- 
pecially, of the Coming of the Holy Ghoſt into every 
Chriſtian Heart, which our preſent Church prays —_ 
to be delivered, or ſaved By. Your Quarrel is 
5 _ the/e Things—You object not againſt the 
Name, but the Thing—You would be called a 
Chriſtian, but you like not the Meaning, the 
Power, the Spirit, the My/tery of Chriſtianity. 
You would have a plain Account, which you never 
Hall have, as you are: For canſt thou by ſearch® - 
ing find out GO D? +—— A plain Account! . 
without Myſtery, without the ſecret Efficacy of 
» | + the Grain of Mufard Seed, the little Leuven; or Y 
the believing Jo -efeAually as to receive diving 
Nouriſhment and Strength into the Soul, from 
. SUCH eating the Flaſb of Cbriſt, and drinking bis 
Blood ||, as expreſſes Faith with all its life-grving | 
Effects, (which has occaſion'd many beſides your- 
ſelf to go atway||, and walk no more with him) not 
conſidering, that though Faith (in its Eſſence) be 
EAeyY oc $, : Demonſtration, wrought in the Be- 
Lake vi. 40, + Job xi. 7. || || John vi. 535 5, 63, 66 


— 
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yet it is of Things not /e 2 therefore Fooliſh- 
wT to the natural 


The Dei. (O monſtrous Preſumption !) would 
have thoſe Things plain to his Underſtanding, 
which his Underſtanding is incapable of; becauſe 


he would w GOD, without GOD ; for is he 


not a GOD“ himſelf? "Ub incapable of, efpecially, 
till emptied of this Pride — till mortified thro a 
Senſe of his Ignorance, in thoſe Things that 


moſtly concern him till he himſelf (being hum- 


bled through the Humiliation of Chriſt's Death) 


be brou he _ into Paradiſe ; into the Bleſ- 
fings of —ç ſpel: When Chriſt is become his 


en, and his Light; and, in Conſequence 


hereof, his ee his bana fication his 
* |, his ppineſs. | 


How plainly, to ſay no more of your intended 
Liturgy itſelf, how plainly does your. Preference 


df Reaſon, to Revelation— of natural Religion t 


to the Neri of Grace in the Heart, ver. in 
is; 


Gen. ini. 5. + Gen. iii. 22,23, 4. mon. v.1, 2, || 1 Cor. $46. 
* But how carne this Preference of natural to revea'"d Religion 
in 8 Cbri/iian Country? though are both of GOD : For th 
Gentiles, wvbich bave not the Law, do by Nature the Things contain- 
ed in the Law ; and though they have no Poſſibility of hearing the 
glad Tidings of the Goſpel; on their making uſe of this one Talent 
they ſhalt de ſaved. --- by His Ae "who tafled Death 
A Mas is the Ligbe and Life of Man that cometh into 
the M li, and is the of the Gentile r 
» Rom. iii. 29. Though are both, I ſay, of God, yet 
never intended eit ber, as Cauſes of fallen Man's Lene z no- 
thing being canſal or ecke in this Caſe, but what can atone or 
2 and fal6! God's Law. And till Divine Juſtice is ſatisfied, 
is no Door open _ Natural and re- 
veal's Religion then are the Effects of Reaſon and Grace, 
er the different Diſpolitions for Hearbens and Chriſtians to be found 


in, 


's Heart by the convincirg Spirit of GOD ; ;_ 
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this; that thro” the whole, except it be to ſave. 
Appearances (and here is couched your Subtlety) 
that thro” the whole, you uſe claſſical rather than 


in, as diſpofing them for the common Salvation. As it is nat re- 
quired of a Heatben, to be ſaved by Faith, ſo if a Chriſtian looks to 
be ſaved (as a Gentile} by the Law of Works, he 1s fallen from 
Grace ; and what is commendable in a Heathen, is, through its Bu- 
propriety an Abuſe in a Chriſtian —— a Chriſtian, who- has mare 
alents entruſted to him, and maketh uſe of the very let; ſo in 
a Chriſhan, tobo receiveth not the Love of the Truth that be might be 
| ſaved, is in a Chriſtian, I ſay, a firong Deluſion, that be ſhould be- 
lieve a Lye even the Deiſm of human Excellence and Sufficiency, 
et of Man's Ability to Merit, and fo recommend himſelf to GOD 
by his ozon Works. Ina Word, natural Religion in a Chriſſjan, 
(where it is ſeen in all its Beauty and Power, being heightened 
2nd gt" wy by 72 be 7 70 no other, nor 5 * 0 
Law of-the Spirit, if in Chriſs Jeſus, ſetting us free from ! 
f Sin and Death = 75 1 * | 
More perticularly then, the Cauſe of the Preference of natural 
to reveal d Religion, of Infidelity to Faith, is (under Satan) 
tie fallen Temęets — the unreaſonable Paſſions of Men; Pride, 
 S:1f-Enmity to Chriſt and his Goſpel, (Ger. ini. 15.) and the Ja- 
dependent Spirit. And more particularly yet (to come nearer Home, 
and ſpe k of our own Country) the horrid Hypocricy, and unparal- 
d Wickednefs of the Entbufiaſes in the Reign of King. Charles 
the Firſt. Thrs brought, through the wwrong-beaded Judgment 
. (eſpecially) of the ſe who afterwards could neither diſting uiſb nor in- 
fe- ; this brought (1 fay) an indeſ bie Biemiſh, ever finte, on ſpiri- 
tua Religion; inaſmuch as the an/iilfu! Reformers of thoſe Abuſes 
in the next, and following Reigns, threw away, together with the 
Men they hated, both their Principles and their Bible; as if be- 
cauſe once abuſcd, they could never again be made a proper Uſe of. 
The Devil aged at that Time, and (generally) ever fin-e, againſt 
the ( ofpel of Chrift, throwing ſome of the religious ones — (the 
miNaken Zealots, who ſeparate Love from Faith) into the Fire, and 
ſme of them into the Water; as tis always his Purp-ſe to puſh 
Things to Extremes. Accordingly, ſome unſkilful Ecclefia/itcs, (I 
have ſaid) whoſe Writings are become as Goſpel, bent the Stick of 
Religion the contrary Way, to the breaking it; and opened ſuch a. 
Gap for natural Religion, or rather (its Corruption) De:iſm — ſuch 
an Inlet for the God 7 pr — * 7 5 (Gen, * 5.) even bu- _ 
man Sufficiency, S.if-righteonſneſs, Contempt of, Grace, ſ ahing 
again — S of 605, the Merit of e ot: — | 
Goſpel mentioned by St. Paul; in a Word, made ſuch a Breach in 
the true Goſpel, and Protefiant Religion z as thit nothing but the 
Divine Power and Goodnefs can reſtore the Reformation- Doctrine 
and Priae ples, with the POWZR OF GOD TO SALVATION. 
=o 1 ſcriptural 
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J 2 Sir | not to criticiſe upon the Words, 
nor mention, that ice is not at all, and Virtue * 


— 5 Fr — for Greet * 


rarely uſed in the Sacred Arne; Virtue, in 


the cemmon Acceptation of the Word, implies no 
more than the Reſult of Right-Reaſon, which is 
not the Chriftian' F 1 Excellence, (though 
great a Bleſſing it be) as Vice imports the Abu/z 
thereof: Nor yet is Vice (implying an AR only) 
ſo-much the Believer's Miſery, as the Pollution 
of his whole Nature is: Whereas Grace and Sin, 
being of a Spiritual Nature, are to him Eſſentialt 
in Happineſs and Miſery Grace is from abeve; 
the Work of the Spirit of GOD, or the Gift of 
GAA +; and Sin i is * beneath, of the Devil i: 


Br this baving any thing to do with ſpiritual 
and inviſible Beings, is the very Thing, which na- 
tæral Men care not for. Since they loſt the 
Likeneſs of GOD, they all (as Adam) hide them- 
ſelves from him till he calls them; nor then do 

akoays liſten to the Voice of the Charmer. 


And the Devil hides from them the Poſſeſſion he 


has of them, by keeping his Pal ce in Peace]; and 


* 


(if at any Time a Conviction from the good Spi- 


rit ariſe) quieting them again with, All heh 
Things wil! I give thee. Thus do wnawakered 
and cla Men think, (ſuch is their Ignorance 


* Where the Word Agern, Nie, occurs in the New-Tefta- 
mere, it fignifies ſomething abundantly mere than bare human Vir- 


tue ; even the Power and Efficary of Chriſt's Mediation, paitis 
colarly of his Death and Reſorrection. Thus 1 Per. i. 9. Ye 
-ate a choſen Generation, a Royal Pricfiboed, an boy Notion, a pe- 
enliar People; Tous Ta; dgerac ttayſtiarte, that ye ſhould fhew 
forth (not the Praiſes only, bet Virtues, or Peters, or Ef- 


SEE, who hath eu aut of Darkneſs into bis mar- 


Tian 82. ran | Lake xi, ar. 


be 


bk 


of their own Hearts) that they have nothing to 
do with the Devil: Though till there is a Work 
of Grace within them— till they arg in ſome De- 
ęree born of GOD till the Old Adam is (at leaſt) 
putting or pulling down, they are of their 
' Father the Devil, (ſays our Lord) and the Lufts 
of their Father they WILL do. tft 
But, perhaps, (through the whole) you meant 
eg fe Deſign was good; even (as another 
late Writer ſpeaks to commend his Book) to 
* adapt your Work to the Genius of the preſent 
„ Ape.” Indeed, Sir, your Book is too cloſely 
ſo adapted. But may the Lord GOD forbid, 
that His Everla/ting Goſpel ſhould be adapted or 
accommodated to the Ages it paſſes through! 
Sooner may Heaven and Earth paſs away ! May it 
neverbe, that Ge Dofrines ſhould beo mo- 
- dernized,” as you boa/? your Liturgy is ! And tru- 
lx, Sir, to ſpeak plainly zo you, and deal fairly with 
the World ; your Defign— how crude and ill- 
judg'd I your © Improvements” on our Book of 
Common-Prayer, could have hardly been “adapted 
( would hope not quite adapted) to the Genius of a 
worſe Age. An Age (conſidering its Lights, and 
moreover, thoſe Advantages you boaſt of) beyond 
* Compariſon, unbelieving, and therefore uncommonly 
wicked; and yet ſelf-righteous !— A Mungrel 
Age, if I may ſo ſay, ſure to be bad! for it ticks 
to NO Principles. — Loſt between natural and 
reveaPd Religion, and enjoying the Bleflings of 
neither.—Not moral, thro' a {aſſes a miſtaken, an 
unaſfecting, an uncenforming Dependance on the 
Merits of a Saviour; not Chriſtian, becauſe hum- 
bling, ngular and unfaſbionable.— Its People cal- 
ted Chriſtians indeed ; but Philsſephers, as to Rules 
of Life;and Heathens in Practice Profeſſing Faith 
Fh. iv, aa. 1 | 
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in Chri/t aSavieur,yet arrogating the Pride of Ne 


ture for their Recommendation to GOD.— An 
Age, neither Ethnic nor Chriſtian; neither Legal 
nor Evangelical; neither Moral nor Spiritual; 
but a Corruption of all; throughly Deiftic !—An 
Age, nor Ethnic,.nor Legal, nor Moral, I ſay, 
| becauſe were theſe its Qualities — did but Reaſon 
rule ; Sobriety and Juſtice, Decency and Honeſty, 
Equity, Moderation, and Temperance would 
faintly gleam throughout the Land; and every 
one would endeavour at leaſt, though in Weak- 
neſs of the Fleſh *, to follow that Golden Rule 
of doing unto all Men, as they would all others to 


do to them; for this is the Law, if not the Pro- 


phets. Nor yet is it Chriſtian, Evangelical, or 
Speritual ; for were theſe its Characteriſticts, (be- 
fides the moral Virtues now mentioned) the 
_ Kingdom of GOD would be ſet up in every Heart — 
Love of GOD, Love of Man, fulfilling the 
whale Law to both F— Bawels of Mercies, Kind- 
neſs, Flumbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuffer- 
ing, forbearing one another, and forgiving one another. 
And yet, Sir, ſuch is that Age— ſuch are its 
Marks and Characters! to which you have (for 
Vears it ſeems) been endeavouring to adapt” 


our new Liturgy. And if ſuch is the Tree, what | 
may be the Fruits? The natural Man indeed (be- 


cauſe he ſees not, and therefore is ſatisfied with 
His State, and not only content, but rejaices in 
ſuch a World) cannot tell: But he who is re- 
proved by the Spirit of GOD—who by that Light 
Tees Things clearly the ſpiritual Man, 
who judgeth all Things ||, (fays the Apoſtle) and 
whoſe Heart ſheweth him both his own, and the 


Wickedneſs of all other ungodly Men : He can 


® Rom. vii. 3. + Rom. zi. 8, 9, 10. 
or. ii. 15. I Pf, xx&avi. I» 
. * | i tell, 


or that Part of it called the Church of 
in particular? Whichever you mean, tis plain 
you know nothing of the Nature of a Chriſtian 


e . 
tell, and ſorely laments. He 1 ſees the 
n 


State of Religion in ſuch an Age; and would not 
ſay, but that he cannot help it; that it is a motley 
Mixture of the Shadow of Chriſtianity, and the 


Subſtance of Deiſm, Arianiſm, and Socinianiſm : 


whoſe one Point - whoſe Hidden Purpoſe (and yet 
GOD has always had his ſecret ones in the worſt 
of Ages) it is, to ſet Chr:/? aſide, further than out- 
ward Profeſſion, or Compliment, becauſe we are 


called Chriftians. Or, in a Word, it is, to take 


the e Salvation out of GOD's Hand, and 
to make Man his oo Saviour. | 
Now then, I will only make an Obſervation 


or two upon your prefatory Diſcourſe, in which 


you weuld ſhew the Expedience and Neceſſity 
tc of Reviſing and Improving the Public Litur« 


% gy, ”” and give you no further Trouble. 


And how is it, Sir, that you, and (what is yet 
more ſurprizing} ſome of the great Names of 
whom you ſeem ſo proud, as Abettors of your 
Scheme — how is it that you a glory in what 
is really factiaus, uncharitable, and unchriſtian; 
and, moreover, tending to continue and propagate: 


a Rent in the Body of Chriſt; even, that you 


mean no Condeſcenſion to DISSENTERS of any 
Denomination 2” Do you intend this as a Com- 
pliment to Chriſt's Catholic Church in general, 

5 ngland 


Church, For the Chriſtian Church is the Bady of 


 Chriſt—the moſt united and loving Society upon 


Earth : That there ſhould be no Schiſm in the 
Body, (ſays a Chriſtian, who underſtood it) but 


| that the Members ſhould have the ſame care one for 
another; that whether one Member ſuffer, all the 


Members ſuffer with it ; or one Member be ho- 


noured, all the Members rejoice with it. And our 


D 2 


Lord 
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: Lord makes the moſt g ſential Chara&eriflic of 


his Church to be, by THIS ſhall all Men 


„ know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have 


« Love one to the other.” And according]y it 


was obſerved by the bittereſt Enemies ofChriſt and 


his Church (but Men were Chriſtians indeed then) 
«ee how theſe Chriſtians love one another! 
For Shame, Prete/tants, if we are Chriſtians, 
let us unite ! Faith never was, till the Pride ef 
Popery ſprung from the Infernal Pit, turn'd into 
Faction. Shall we never ſee, that it was the Sub- 
tlety of Popery that firſt divided Prote/tants, and 


its Intereſt that keeps them ſo? Let us unite then 


to its Confuſion ; I mean of Popery, (for it is 

Au- chriſtianiſin) not of Papi/tss And let us 

join in that Goſpel-Church, whoſe conſtant 
rayer is, That all who profeſs and call them- 

« ſelves CHRISTIANS, may be led into the 

« Way of Truth, and hold the Faith in Unity of 

&« Spirit, in the Bond of Peace, as well as in 
«© Righteouſneſs of Life.” 


Indeed, Sir, I am of ſo contrary an Opinion, 


(tho once as narraw and ſelfiſh—as fiery a Bigot, 
as w7 whatever)— my Notions of Faith are fo 
oppoſite to that Faction of yours; that the 


UNION of ALL Proteſtants is, with me, the 
only Motive (if that Concurrence would do) that 


ſhould make me heartily join in a lite Undertak- 
ing of yours. For this End; and till all Proteſ- 


tants are united, Popery will never fall down 
For this End; the aboveſaid Foundations remain- 


ing «n/haken (for all Proteſtants , except ſome 
_ nominal ones—ſome Papo-Prote/tants of the e/ta- 
Sid Church, agree in the foreſaid Fundamen- 
tall) 1 For THIS END, I fay, I could conſent 


. A very judicious Author obſerves, that it is not. the Points of 


but our Clergy's not preaching them, and the Manners of 
the Preacher, which have been (and fil are) the Cauſe of many - 


fang from the National Church, 


t 


to 


Ly 


Ls, 


to an Alteration fs our 3 J could conſent 
to ſet gſide all bare Opinions, as well as Circum- 
antials, and unſcriptural Ceremonies ; though 
ſomething of this Kind (Ordinances of Man for 
the Lord's Sake) be never ſo needful for Order, 
Decency, and Government in the Church. For 
tho? well I love the Church of England, I mean 
its Doctrines and Service, I love the Church of 
Chriſt ; that is, his People, who are really * 
Church, better. 
In the Name of GOD then, if any Change i is 
to be made, may our Sovereign Lord, KING 
GEORGE be applied to. Let Him be implored 
to appoint a Committee of Epiſcopal Men, of Preſ- 
yterians, and of other ſober and moderate Diſſen- 
ters, to do.it. All of them Men of f ſpiritual Expe- 
rience taught of GOD— mighty in the Scriptures ; 
Men full of Faith and of the Holy Gbeſt; who 
ſhall begin, continue, and end in the Strength 
of the Lord—looking, in every particular, for 
his Direfim.-— A much better Foundation 
(in my Opinion) to go upon, than your ſo much 
applauded one of Phils/sphy, Learning, and Cri- 
ticiſm, (the Boaſt of our Age!) though in /one 
Caſes, theſe alſo may be neceſſary (as miniſterial 
and ſibſervient *) needtul, I ſay, if they could be 
ſubject to the Divine Hllumioations of Grace 
if this Pride of Man could ſubmit to the Revela- 
tions of GOD. 

And ] doubt not but His Majeſty would chear- 
fully come into this Scheme, as more agreeable to 
his Sacred Characters of Defender of the Fa th, 
and Father of his People. And what a joyful Thing 
would it be, for Brethren to dwell together in Uni- 
ty ! Then he Britiſh Feruſalem would be as a 


And would it not bn the Pride of Man, I would vcwure 
to ſay, that this ſhould b the End of our Univerſities, and Uni- 


9 Education. 
| | 1 City 
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BW 7 ET "as that is RY * And how beautiful | 


upon the Mounta'ns would be the Feet of Him, that 
 -bringeth goed Tidings, that publiſbeth Peace, that 

 bringeth good Tidings of Gel, that publiſpeth Sal- 
vation, that faith unto 21 ON, THY 60D 


2 — H. 


Vou overpower me with your 
gre X I regard not Names, as fac. 
4 deen Maſters of Tfrael (as our Lord 
rel obo know not theſe Things. And 
Fob ſays, Great Men are not always wife; nei- 
ther do the Aged always underſtand Judgment. 
But where there is the / iſdum of God, as well as 
the Wifdom of Man where there is Grace as 
well as Learning ; for Learning without Grace 
is a dangerous Thing to a Creature naturally 
proud of its Knowledge Learning without 
Grace has ever been the curſed Spring of all the 
Hereſies in the Church of Chriſt: Where there 
is Illumination and Inſpiration (thoſe Terms of 
our Church fo anintelligible, and which therefore 
offend you) where theſe are, together with na- 
tural Underſtanding and good Senſe, nothing may 
| 9 oppoſe. 
Not then to mention Names greater than any you 
have quoted 32 aſſuredly written in Heaven) 
 CRANMER, RIDLEY, LATIMER, FAR- 
"RAR, HOOPE R, thoſe bleſſed Martyrs, whoſe 
Writings ] have endeavoured to defend againft 
"you, in our Liturgy, Articles, and Homilies : 
Hear what FEEL *®, ſometime Biſhop of Salis- 
_ bury, ſays of them all, « Acceſſimus quantum 
maxim potuimus ad 'E cclefiam Apoſtolorum & 
'« wveterum Catbolicorum E Piſceporum & P atrum— 
0 See JeweP's Apology for the Church of Eogland, It were to 


de wiſhed that this Book were tranflated and at this Ti the 
Hands of every body, 0 _ 


3 $7 e 


es nec tantum D 


ce * 


Truth — into Newneſs 
And. future Salvation. 
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ofrinam noſtram, ſed 


% cramenta, Precumgue publicarum FQ 


«© CHRISTUM Ipſum, & omnes fert pros fearſſe z 


v 
Lax 
7. 


« ſcimus, Religimem ad ORIGINEM, & ad © 


« PRIMORDIA remcauimus,” f. Again, 
% Dei Ipſius admonitu diſceſſimus, & ex Sacris 


„„ Libris, (quos ſcimus non poſſe fallere) CE R+ 


« T RELIGIONIS FORMAM queſivi> 
C mus, & ad veterum PATRUM atque APOS- 
« TOLORUM primitivam Eccleſiam, hoc eff, 
« ad primordia atque initia, tanquam ad FON. 
„ TES, redivimius.” F And, as to that wnin- 
telligible Jargon which you have thrown out, and 
generouſly ſubſtituted ſomething more plain; hear 
what he ſays: Credimus, Spiritus Sancti eſſe, 


duritiem cordis humani emollire, cum aut per 


5 falutiferam prædicationem Evangelii, aut alia 
„ quacunque ratione in pectora Hominum reci- 
„ pitur : Illum Eos illuminare, & in agnitionem 

Dei, atque in omnem viam veritatis, & in to- 
ce tius vitz novitatem, & perpetuam ſalutis ſpem, 
«© perducere 1.“ 4b 0 

+++ We are come, as near as we poſſibly could, to the Church 


of the Apoſtles, and ancient Catholic Biſhops and Fathers; and we 
have ſuited and conformed not only our Doctrine, but alſo our Sa- 


' craments and Forms of Publ:c-Prayer to their Rites and Uſages ; 


and, as we know Chrift himſelf and all good Men to have done, we 
have brought back Religion to its original Source and firſt Beginnings, 
By the Adm nition and Direction of GOD himſelf we have departed 
from them (the Papiſti) and have ſought out of the Holy Books, 


which we know can neither be miſtaken nor deceive, a certain Form 


of Dactrine and IV orſpip, and are returned to the Primitive Church 
of the Old Fathers and Apoſtles ; that is, to the Beginnings and 
very firſt Principles, as to the Fountain-beads themſelves. 

We believe it to be the Office of the Holy- Ghoſt, to ſoftes the 
Hardneſs of Man's Heart, when by the wholeſome Preachiagof the 
Goſpel, or by any other Means of Grace, he is received into the 
Hearts of Men. We believe that he enlightens them, that he 


brings them into the Knowledge of GOD——into all che Ways of 
of Life, and into a conſtant Hope of preſent 


5 But 


RM AA, 
4 Ilarum Ritus & Inflituta direximus ; g 


W 
I 
R 
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” Ty. 

But give me leave, Sir, to afk you a Queſtion 
or two. Are you not apprehenſive—are you un- 
der no Fears that this Alteration of yours, ſhould 
it paſs into Law, (but I think it cannot, for there 
are Biſbops in the Houſe of Lords) may occaſion 
very fatal Rents and Diviſions, if not religious 
Wars WITHIN the Church ? For though igno- 
rant you and your Reverend and learned Aſſo- 
ciates are, there are Thouſands, and ten Thou- 
ſands in the Land, who wnder/tand our Church 
very well, and therefore love Her, and would lay 
down their Lives in Defence of Her Truths. 

Once more. Among the many plauſible Rea- 
ſons aſſigned in this Preface, for the we Expe- 
4 diency; yea, Neceflity of reviſing and improv- 

ing the Book of Common-prayer,” is there 
not, beſides thoſe already ſpecity'd, another real 
Reaſon unaſſigned; even * that SOME of the 
« Methodiſts (for I mean not the infallible MAora- 
« ans) are ſuch cloſe Aaberers to the Doctrines, 
£ and Admirers of the Service of the Church.“ 
For every body knows, that they affect them both, 
as agreeing intirely, they ſay, with their Tenets 
and Principles. Nay one of them goes ſo far, as 
to ſay ; © that the Liturgy of our Church is not 
cc to be underſtood, but on thoſe Goſpel-Princi- 
% ples, which this Unbelieving and Deiftic Age, 
has found out a zew Name. of Reproach for — 
40 It /e breathes the Spirit it is derived from ; that 
« no Man can drink into it, but he that i$ 
«© TAUGHT OF GOD but he whoſe 
« Underſtanding is opened by Chriſt, tha: b 
« may underfland his Scriptures *. But alas ! the 
vs Merit of our . is fled after the 6 ; 


® Loke gar, 45. 5 * 
| 61 


5 3 To 
' Diifm * drove them beth out of the Land 4. * 
But, Sir, I cannot admit even this, as a Reaſon z 3 
6 though you had ſpoke out, and affigned it. 
And now, indeed, the Affair clears up, the 
Riddle is — The Goſpel-Doctrines of 
our Church ts eſſential, fundamental Doc- 
trines—thoſe, I mean, containad in the above- 
ſaid Six Articles eſpecially, whereby our Church 
is hedged about from Deiſm and Popery—— Gor 


have been preached for about twelve Years in t 


Land ; and the Perſons moſtly concern'd— they, 
| to WHOSE TRUST theſe Things are chiefly 
committed ||, have not only not received, but p- 
poſed them. And Who may not fee a choſe Con- 
nexion here, the Doctrines themſelves are now to 
be caft out ; at leaft altered, that is, explained 
away, under Pretence (fay the Diſquiſiters) that 
% more ſcriptural ones may be framed.” But T 
have already given them the Challenge. Lord 
have Mercy on this Land ! Is not the Meaſure of 
its N noto full! Judgments muſt come ! 
for Chriftians are removed om him that called 
them, unto another Goſpel. JESUS, as to all pre- 
ſent Purpoſes of Salvation, is caſt ' out; and 
CHRIST, as to all the Bleflings of his Un##ion, 
little ſet by. The only Thing that now letteth 
(under the Direction of GOD) is a Fear of Ci- 
vil Commotions. Delirant Reges / Interdum 
Vulgus rectum videt | 
Upon the Whole, Sir, as the Difqu hides do 
ſmpbiſtically join ſome Things that are confe/ſedly 
wanting, in order to carry their Point in getting 
rid of other Things—ſome prime Truths, they 


Gs See Mr. Pierr's Sermon intitled, Atheiſm a Commoner Sin 
than thought of. Sold by Mrs. Cooper in Pater-nofter- Roto; and 
Mr. Trye at Gray'i- Inn - Gate, ' Holborn, 

II Tim, vi. 20. 
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FE 
bring in theſe Things on the Overthrow of /crip- 


finiſhing ſome Sculptures and Paintings in hat 
Houſe So Four lations they are yes : 
So their Performance is ſuch a Farrage of ſome 
Jaint Gueſſes at Chriſtianity (unexperienced, uncon- 
formed to, if not undeſired) together with more be- 


_ loved natural Religion—Such a Medley of Things 


ellow'd and diſallaw'd by every Scribe inſtructed to 
the Kingdom of GOD, ——In a Word, ſuch a 
Fallacia Accidentis, or Conſequentia, a Ditto ſim- 
Plicitar, ad Dictum ſecundum guid which by all 
| Logicians is accounted the unfaireſt Way of Rea- 
ing; as may ſhew your Book to be a Pizce of 
Sopbiffry, and eaſily impoſe upon a common, un- 
But now, Sir, that we may part Friends, for I 
do not intend (though you had ſubſcribed your 
| Name to your Piace) to put that Law in Execu- 
tion againſt you, which enacts ** that if any 
_« Peron ſhall by open Words declare, or ſpeak 

ing in the Deragation, Depraving, or Deſ- 


an thing 


Pit of the ſame Book, or any thing therein 


contained, or any Part thereof that 
every ſuch Perſon being thereof lawfully con- 
<< victed, ſhall forfeit to the Queen, our So- 


* 


firſt Offence, an hundred Marks,” &c. No: 
That we may part in good Humour, I will com- 
mend you to your Face; as I have done behind 


$5.) but, they 
, with their Halle Capacities, to 
- Sad the fame may be ſaid, it « lower Degree, of 

eſpecially in ſuch Places, as it breathes the Spirit of theſe Scriptures, 


* w* 
a 4 n 
2 
> | 
i 
| 


! 7 


on WES 

| * [2 
io 2 

” 


re! Foundations: as they are for touching and 


4 vyereign Lady, her Heirs and Sacceſſers, for the 
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| to © modernize”, or © adapt to the Genius of 


1 


bor . Ye, T % commend you, I fay, 
for your Jadgment, your Prudence and Diſcre-. 


tion, in not improving — in not attem pting 


« the preſent Age, » our CONFIRMATION. 
OFFICE. Oh, Sir, the Well is deep, and indeed 
thou, THOU haſt nothing to drawn Hic La- 
bor hoc Opus! . you had 
2 judged fo diſcreetly, of your Strength and Ability 
in every other Particular! And may we pray 
| GOD to cleanſe and defend his Church. ay 
the Gates of Hell—of Deiſm and Popery— never 
prevail againſt it ! And may he lead you and me 
into all that truth, we know not yet, and bring us 
now (even now) into his Everlaſting Kingdom, 
through Chriſt our Lord! ! Iam yours, &c. 


BEXLEYENSIS. 


Dicember 10, 1749. 


P. S. Iam jealous over you, ſays St. Paul, 


with a Godly Feabufy 5. Would to GOD that 


mine were truly ſuch And that this watchful Paſ- 
ſion may be of ſervice at this critical Time] For 
tho I have charged you (as above) with ignorance 


only; I fear there is ſomething worſe than that 


involuntary Ignorance, which might admit of an 
Exeuſe. Had they (even the Jews) knnon gt 
they would not have crucified the Lord of (ar 
Here is the Subtlety of the Serpent at the, Battem. 
You think it more prudent to /ap than m the 
Foundation of the Church. Thur yaur 
ſeeming Profeſſion of a Chriſtian Fa /z 
I fay ; for why are the Creeds ſal 
the Chri i/tian Church, thro „ and alter'd I 
Are you wiſer than the who ch before you? 
: You — He Proſe of a * in 


- 


_2 


F Ea 5 1755 truely a | It) chat if the 
Above ſaid Articles be ſet aſide,” there is nothing 


ä 


_ can Finder DET: IS) from lording it Bare efacedly 
1% Among us. But in "To ſome, and. bis Sirength, 
..18 3 commit the Gau A ODT And may the once 
_— famous" fene Webs be an Example and Ad- 
— | monition to; . 1 | 
Y Lern, "Up to keep thy Church 
| * and dulhöld conn In. thy true Reli ion; . 
- thatthey WIO! AN "ONLY ON THE 
HOPE OF T. r GRACE, 


may evermore be defended] by thy mighty Power, 
throu Ie Chit our Lord. Amen. 
O Lord, we beſeech thee, let iy continua 
Pity CLEANSE AND DEFEND: thy Church ; 
and becauſe i it cannot continue in Safety Without 
3 thy Succour; preſerve it evermore by thy Help 
_  . a Goodneſs, through Jeſus. Chriſt our Ferd. 
_| RR 27 I bty GOD, who f 580 the: Place of the 
Tru Judas didſt chooſe” thy faithful Servant 
Matthias to be of the . of the Twelve 
- Apoſtles; grant that thy Church, being alway 
 preſeryedfrom, falfe Abi es. may be ef and 
. guided. by faithful and true Paſtors; e Je- 
* Chuift our Lord. Amen. ES Ge 
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